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Availability of Arboviral panel:  Missouri State Public Health Laboratory

The Missouri State Public Health laboratory will test human specimens with an Arboviral panel.  These tests will detect the presence of antibodies to Eastern Equine, Western Equine, and the California (LaCrosse) group of encephalitis viruses.  In addition, the panel includes tests for St Louis Encephalitis/West Nile Virus.  There are no fees for these tests.

The St Louis Encephalitis/West Nile virus EIA used is not capable of accurately discriminating between the antibodies induced by these similar viruses.  However, reactive specimens will be reported to the submitter of the specimen, and the specimen itself will be sent to CDC for tests to specifically identify the antibodies.

Patients should be tested if they present with signs or symptoms suggestive of viral or aseptic meningitis, encephalitis, or Guillain-Barre syndrome.  Acute CSF (1.0 mL) should be collected as early in the course of illness as possible.  If 2.0 mL of CSF can be submitted, tests for the presence of enteroviruses will also be conducted.  Acute serum (0.5ml) should be collected within 0 – 10 days of onset and a convalescent serum (0.5 mL) should be collected 2- 3 weeks after the collection of the acute specimen.  Serum should be collected in a redtop tube.  Both CSF and serum should be submitted cold and not frozen.  The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services maintains a courier service with pick-up at several area locations.

Significant information in the interpretation of the preliminary St Louis/West Nile encephalitis EIA results include a patient history of infection, exposure or vaccination to another flavivirus (SLE, dengue, yellow fever).

Specimens may be submitted using the Viral Serology Test requisition (Lab-67) with ARBOVIRAL PANEL written on the form.  The address of the State laboratory is as follows:  

Missouri State Public Health Laboratory

Virology Unit

307 West McCarty Street

Jefferson City, MO.  65102

Please contact Katrina Brail at 314-877-0237 or Douglas Dodson at 314-877-2830 with questions.
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